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are tracking terrorist networks in cooperation
with other governments. Some of those we
believe responsible for the recent bombing
of our Embassies have been brought to jus-
tice. Early this week I will ask our Congress
to provide emergency funding to repair our
Embassies, to improve security, to expand
the worldwide fight against terrorism, to help
our friends in Kenya and Tanzania with the
wounds they have suffered.

But no matter how much each of us does
alone, our progress will be limited without
our common efforts. We also will do our part
to address the sources of despair and alien-
ation through the Agency for International
Development in Africa, in Asia, in Latin
America, in Eastern Europe, in Haiti, and
elsewhere. We will continue our strong sup-
port for the U.N. development program, the
U.N. High Commissioners for Human Rights
and Refugees, UNICEF, the World Bank,
the World Food Program. We also recognize
the critical role these agencies play and the
importance of all countries, including the
United States, in paying their fair share.

In closing, let me urge all of us to think
in new terms on terrorism, to see it not as
a clash of cultures or political action by other
means, or a divine calling, but a clash be-
tween the forces of the past and the forces
of the future, between those who tear down
and those who build up, between hope and
fear, chaos and community.

The fight will not be easy. But every nation
will be strengthened in joining it, in working
to give real meaning to the words of the Uni-
versal Declaration on Human Rights we
signed 50 years ago. It is very, very important
that we do this together.

Eleanor Roosevelt was one of the authors
of the Universal Declaration. She said in one
of her many speeches in support of the
United Nations, when it was just beginning,
‘‘All agreements and all peace, are built on
confidence. You cannot have peace, and you
cannot get on with other people in the world
unless you have confidence in them.’’

It is not necessary that we solve all the
world’s problems to have confidence in one
another. It is not necessary that we agree on
all the world’s issues to have confidence in
one another. It is not even necessary that we
understand every single difference among us

to have confidence in one another. But it is
necessary that we affirm our belief in the pri-
macy of the Universal Declaration on Human
Rights, and therefore, that together we say
terror is not a way to tomorrow; it is only
a throwback to yesterday. And together—
together—we can meet it and overcome its
threats, its injuries, and its fears with con-
fidence.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:13 a.m. in the
Assembly Hall at the United Nations. In his re-
marks, he referred to U.N. General Assembly
President Didier Opertti; and U.N. Secretary-
General Kofi Annan.
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Mr. Secretary-General, members of the
Secretariat, President Opertti, fellow leaders,
first let me thank the Secretary-General for
his remarks and for his leadership and echo
his remarks.

Franklin Roosevelt coined the term
‘‘United Nations.’’ I think we all agree that
we are more and more united with every
passing year. We are more and more against
the same things, but even more important,
we are more and more for the same things.
The United States has been a great bene-
ficiary of the United Nations, and we honor
the location of the United Nations here and
the chance to be partners with all of you.

I would like to say just one particular word
about the Secretary-General. I believe he has
truly been the right leader for this time. In
the United States we are ending the baseball
season in our country, and here in New York
there was once a great baseball figure named
Leo Durocher whose most famous saying was
‘‘Nice guys finish last.’’ Kofi Annan proves
that Leo Durocher was wrong. He has pro-
ceeded with great kindness and decency. He
has proved to all of us that change is possible
and that, in his words, one can dare to make
a difference. He has stood for human rights
and peace. He has demonstrated both
strength and courage and humility and infi-
nite patience.
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I thank him for embodying the best of
what we all hope the world can become, for
his leadership, for reform, for putting a good
team in place, for lifting the morale of the
people who work here on all our behalf. And
I ask all of you to join me in a toast to the
Secretary-General and the staff of the United
Nations.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:50 p.m. in the
North Delegates Lounge. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to U.N. General Assembly President Didier
Opertti.
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President Clinton. Thank you very much,
John. I would like to thank you and the NYU
School of Law, the Progressive Policy Insti-
tute, the World Policy Institute, and the New
School University—all of you—for your sup-
port of this endeavor. And especially, we
want to thank NYU Law School for hosting
this.

I’d like to thank Hillary and the people
on her staff and others who worked with you
to conceive and execute this remarkable
meeting. I want to thank all the participants
here on the previous panels. I have gotten
a report about what you’ve said, and I will
try not to be repetitive. I would also like to
thank Prime Minister Blair, Prime Minister
Prodi, President Stoyanov for being here and
sharing this couple of hours with me. I want
you to have the maximum amount of time
to hear from them.

If you listened to the people in the earlier
panels today, you know kind of how this so-
called ‘‘third way movement’’ evolved, begin-
ning in the 1980’s here, in Great Britain, and
in other places. If you look around the world,
there is an astonishing emergence in so many
countries, and obviously in different contexts,
of people who are trying to be modern and
progressive. That is, they’re trying to em-
brace change; they’re trying to embrace free
markets; they’re trying to embrace engage-
ment in the rest of the world. But they do
not reject the notion that we have mutual

responsibilities to each other, both within
and beyond our national borders.

Most of us have very strong views about
the role of government. We believe that the
government should support a pro-growth
policy but one that is consistent with advanc-
ing the environment. And that’s the other
thing I know you’ve heard before, but there
are hard choices to be made in life and in
politics. But not all choices posed are real.

One of the things that paralyzes a country
is when the rhetoric governing the national
civic and political debate is composed of false
choices designed to divide people and win
elections but not to advance the common
good once the elections were over. I think
that, more than anything else, that feeling
that I had many years ago back in the eighties
got me into trying to rethink this whole no-
tion of what our national political principles
ought to be, what our driving platform ought
to be.

I think that we have found that yes, there
are some very hard choices to be made, but
some of the mega-choices that people tell us
we have to make really are false, that you
can’t have a growing economy by pitting
working people against business people, you
have to get them to work together. You can’t
have a successful economic policy over the
long run unless you improve the environ-
ment, not destroy it.

It is impossible to, anymore, have a clear
division between domestic and foreign pol-
icy, whether it is economic policy or security
policy, and I would like to argue, also, social
policy. That is, I believe we have a vested
interest in the United States in advancing the
welfare of ordinary citizens around the world
as we pursue our economic and security in-
terests. And of course, that brings us to the
subject we came to discuss today, which is
how to make the global economy work for
ordinary citizens.

I would just say, I’d like to make two big
points. Number one is, the rest of us, no mat-
ter how good our conscience or how big out
pocketbooks, cannot make the global econ-
omy work for ordinary citizens in any country
if the country itself is not doing the right
things. And I think it’s very important to
point that out. Second, all the countries in
the world trying to do the right things won’t
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